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Abstract
The objective of this research was to study personal factors, motivation and environment affecting the
decision to return to farm land among new generation farmers. The population of this study was 400 new
generation farmers participating in the project “Professional Farming Descendants”, Batch 1-6 under the
supervision of Chamnien Saranaga Foundation and Bank for Agriculture and Agricultural Cooperatives (BAAC)
and Sukhothai Thammathirat Open University (STOU) nationwide. They were 20 years old or older. Based on
table of Krejcie Morgan (1970), the sample size was determined to be 196. A questionnaire was used as a

research instrument to collect data. Data collected were then analyzed using statistical software packages. The



statistics used for data analysis were frequency, percentage, mean, standard deviation and multiple regression
analysis with a given statistical significance level of 0.05. The research results indicated that most of the
samples were males aged 25 to 29 years old, graduated with a bachelor's degree, and had 1-5 years of farming
experience. The reason behind their decision to return to farm land was to continue family farming. Motivation
factors affecting their decision to return to farm land were at a high level. A mean of motivation factors was
3.79 while a mean of hygiene/maintenance factors was 4.04. A mean of environmental factors was 4.05.

In addition, the samples with different gender, educational level, influential person had indifferent
decision to return to farm land. However, the samples with different age and years of farming experiences had

different decision to return to farm land with a statistical significance level of 0.05. Hygiene/maintenance factors
influenced decision to return to farm land with the multiple correlation coefficient 1" of .569. These factors could

explain 31.60 % of the variance in the relationship (Adjusted R? = .316).

Finally, of all four environmental factors, only one factor influenced decision to return to farm land,
which was sub-environment with the multiple correlation coefficient 7" of .560. These factors could explain 29.90

% of the variance in the relationship (Adjusted R? = .299).
Keywords: Motivation, Environment, New generation farmers
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